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A Study on Visual Characteristics of Cartoon Animation Festivals
-Placing Great Importance on ComparisonofKorean and European Award

Winners
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Abstract

The growth rate of the cultural industry
exceeds that of the world economy a great
deal. Animations, part of the current cultural
industry, has remarkably positioned as a new
impelling force in the growth of the world’s
economic development with creative cultural
contents and its value is rising. There has
been no change in social understanding that
animations are unacceptable, immoral and
low-class cultures as the older generation does
not recognize animations as part of culture and
art, calling animations “cartoon movies”simply
and thinking that animations are worthless,
belonging to children only and animations
suffer from illegal copies. But as the cultural

industry with sensitivity and creativity by



mass media offers rich information and

knowledge, which makes the influence of

cartoons bigger, roles of animations has

become different.  This change has required
good quality animations with characteristics of
art and reflecting current affairs and humor
distinguished from a concept of infant way of
thinking lacking reality. In addition, because of
this, people coined a new word, “cartoon
animation” differentiated from animations. To
make the cartoon animation genre with artistic
characters and artistic values, different from
realized, it was

simple old animations,

necessary to inform  understanding and
excellence of cartoon animations objectively so
study on official events, cartoon animation
festivals was needed. Above all, we can
understand the position and possibility for
Korean  cartoon

future  development  of

animations through comparative study of
Korean and foreign cartoon animation festivals.
In a situation where the stronger the waves of
digitalization and uniforming get, the bigger the
importance of sensitivity becomes, the
utilization of cartoon animations is accepted as
a call of the era. On the other hand, social
needs require a new point of view and value
on cartoon animations, which can be expressed
through design. In this thesis, as a way to find
this, an analysis of cartoon animation design
types was done, focusing on cartoon animation
festivals which had been started for the
development and promotion of art and has been
held internationally. This analysis was done to
wish that Korean cartoon animations will

develop consistently by patterning after the

market  situation of  European  cartoon
animations through comparing cartoon
animation festivals of Korea and Europe.

Cartoon animations started from early auteur
theory and have developed into surrealism, the
period of inspired wills to create, the computer
animation experiment period, the popularization
period, the industrial development period and
sentimentalism. But Europe has spent such
various periods, Korea has a brief story as
Korea still stays at auteur theory, a beginning
step. But in the ANNECY <My Beautiful Girl,
Mari> and <Oseam>won the grand prizes in
2002 and 2004, respectively. These feats come
from a result of the fact that the position of
Korean animations has been raised. In the
future, if Korea overcomes all processes such
as the popularization period and the industrial
development period that Europe had passed
until sentimentalism, the position of Korean
animations will be enhanced not only in long
animations but also in short animations and
their future will be bright. Korean animations
have grown rapidly enough to be called an
active volcano. Taking this as a good chance
of development, Seoul is planning to build
animation-related complex cultural facilities
such as animation-only theaters, visual culture
experience facilities, performance venues and
theme parks. So design research befitting
these grand plans should be continued to
influences of cartoon

expand values and

animations. Interests of and efforts by
associations or animators for research will be
able to contribute to new recognition that

cartoon animations are a differentiated sector



animations and the

It will be

from  conventional
development of cartoon animations.
possible to produce cartoon animations more
easily and faster by directing cartoon animation
designs, writing scenarios, creating characters,
based on the results of this thesis and using
them as reference materials for story types,
character elements, backgrounds and colors.
Most of all, I wish this study to be
referencematerials about design methods to
increase values of cartoon animation designs
and to raise the position of Korean cartoon

animations and about segments that need more

attentions during the production
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